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MIDLAND HEALTH CAMPUS — PUBLIC–PRIVATE SERVICE COMPARATOR 

814. Mr R.H. COOK to the Minister for Health: 

Last night, at a public meeting to discuss the privatisation of the Midland health campus, the minister’s colleague 
Hon Helen Morton said that a public–private comparator for this project had been completed.  

(1) Will the minister now table that study that he says justifies the privatisation of the hospital?  

(2) If the minister will not table the study, can he give an undertaking that he will comply with section 82 
of the Financial Management Act and provide reasons to the Parliament and the Auditor General for his 
refusal?  

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

(1)–(2) I thank the member for the question. I am glad to get a question on Midland. I want to congratulate the 
member for the result of last night’s meeting. It turned out to be an absolute fizzle—about 100 people 
turned up! Newspaper and radio advertisements were run exhorting everybody to come and hear from 
the member when it was not even his electorate! The member attended the meeting, along with 
Hon Helen Morton. Where were the local people who had been flogged into attending this meeting? It 
was packed with unionists; that was about it! Hardly anybody turned up. What a fizzle! I wonder how 
much money the union, holding the puppet strings of the opposition, spent on radio adverts to get this 
huge crowd of 100 union members along! It is a lesson for members opposite. Well done, member. 
What he managed to do is get fantastic publicity — 

Mr R.H. Cook interjected.  

Dr K.D. HAMES: The Deputy Leader of the Opposition says more than that. 

Several members interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Thank you, members! Minister for Health, I am going to direct you to answer the question that 
has been asked by the member for Kwinana.  

Dr K.D. HAMES: The question related to the public outcry against Midland —  

Mr R.H. Cook: You didn’t listen to the question.  

Dr K.D. HAMES: It had a preamble, so presumably the preamble is part of the question.  

Mr R.H. Cook: Will you table the public–private comparator?  

The SPEAKER: Minister, the member for Kwinana directed the minister to answer the question. Continual 
interjections on the minister will not assist.  

Dr K.D. HAMES: I am not allowed to talk about the 100 people. Let me talk about the public–private 
comparator. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: Yes or no?  

Dr K.D. HAMES: I will have to go back and look at Hansard because I thought I had addressed this issue 
before of the public–private comparator at Midland, but perhaps I am getting confused and it was Fiona Stanley 
Hospital. There has been a public–private comparator. It is not practice to make that public. The Labor Party did 
not do it while it was in government. I do not know whether the former government did any of those, particularly 
when it extended the contract for Joondalup hospital. It was a fantastic effort on the former government’s part to 
do that. It showed that the Labor Party strongly supports public–private sector partnerships. I know one of the 
local members strongly supports the operations at Joondalup hospital—a model we intend to replicate in 
Midland. I do not know whether the former Labor government did a public–private comparator when it extended 
that contract, but we have done one for ours. It is not my intention to table it. That therefore requires that I follow 
the requirements of the act and seek authorisation to do that. It is not my intention to table it, no.  
 


